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Sermon Notes | Jeff Randleman | February 1, 2026 
 
 
As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty. 

 

– Matthew 13:23 (ESV) 

 

 

How To Prepare Your Heart For Generosity: 
 

Understand with your heart. (Matthew 13:19) 
 

The four soils are pictures of four ways our hearts respond to God's truth. 
 

The Path = a hard heart (resisting God’s truth) 

Stony Soil = a superficial heart (shallow commitment) 

Thorny Soil = a divided heart (compromising or fearful) 

Good Soil = a receptive heart (willing and eager) 
 

 

Receive the teaching with joy. (Matthew 13:20) 
 

Attitude is important!  
 

Anticipate God doing great things. 
 

 

Persevere through the tough times. (Matthew 13:21) 
 

Challenges will come. 
 

But challenges teach perseverance and contentment. 
 

 

Maintain God’s perspective on money. (Matthew 13:22) 
 

If you reject God’s perspective, two things will happen: 

You’ll be choked spiritually. 

You’ll miss out on God’s harvest for you. 
 

 

Prepare for a great crop! (Matthew 13:23) 
 

This is supernatural! God brings 30, 60, and even 100 times what was sown. 
 

Remember… the seed is God’s Word! 
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As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty. 

 

– Matthew 13:23 (ESV) 

 
 

Matters for Reflection and Discussion: 

 

1. In the parable, the seed is the same in every situation. What does this tell us about God’s role in 

generosity and provision, regardless of our response? 

 

2. Jesus identifies different types of soil as different heart conditions. Which soil descriptions seem 

most common in our culture when it comes to money and possessions, and why? 

 

3. Which soil best describes your heart most of the time? What experiences or beliefs have shaped 

that condition? 

 

4. How can fear, control, or past financial wounds make our hearts resistant to generosity? What 

helps soften a hardened heart? 

 

5. Jesus describes shallow soil that responds quickly but does not endure. How might this show up 

in short-term generosity or emotional giving that fades when sacrifice is required? 

 

6. Jesus names “the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches” as choking growth. What 

specific worries or distractions most often compete with generosity in your life? 

 

7. Jesus says the good soil “hears and understands” the word. How does understanding God’s 

character and promises affect our willingness to tithe and give generously? 

 

8. What kinds of “fruit” can generosity produce in a person's life? In a church? In the community? 

 

9. How might consistent practices like tithing help cultivate good soil in our hearts over time rather 

than relying only on spontaneous generosity? 

 

10. What is one step you could take this week that would allow generosity to grow more freely?  


