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God’s Word At Work 
1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 

 
Sermon Notes | Jeff Randleman | April 6, 2025 
 
 
And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at 

work in you believers. 

 

– 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV) 

 

 

Receiving the Word (verse 13): 
 

 

 

 

 

Suffering for your Faith (verses 14-16): 
 

The comparison: 
 

 

The persecution: 
 

 

The end result: 

 

 

 

The Benefits of Reading God's Word: 
 

Spiritual nourishment 
 

A moral compass 
 

A deeper connection with God 
 

A better understanding of life 
 

Transformation  
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And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at 

work in you believers. 

 

– 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV) 

 

 
 

Matters for Reflection and Discussion: 

 

1. In 1 Thessalonians 2:13, Paul praises the Thessalonians for receiving the gospel as the Word of 

God. How can we ensure that we receive Scripture with the same faith and openness today? 

 

2. Paul states that God's Word is “at work” in believers. Can you think of a time when reading or 

applying Scripture made a significant difference in your life? 

 

3. The Thessalonians suffered for their faith, just as the early Judean churches did. What forms of 

persecution or opposition might Christians face today, and how can we respond with faith and 

perseverance? 

 

4. How does knowing that suffering for faith is a common experience among believers throughout 

history provide encouragement for us today? 

 

5. What are some ways we can feed on God’s Word regularly, and how does it impact our daily 

lives? 

 

6. How does reading and meditating on Scripture strengthen our relationship with God? What are 

some practical steps we can take to make Bible study more meaningful? 

 

7. How has Scripture helped you better understand the purpose of life or difficult situations you’ve 

faced? 

 

8. God’s Word transforms us. Can you share an example of how reading and applying the Bible has 

changed your character, actions, or perspective? 

 

9. Given Paul’s encouragement to the Thessalonians, what steps can we take to remain firm in our 

faith? How can we support one another in this journey? 

 


