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Turning To God
1 Thessalonians 1:8-10

Sermon Notes | Jeff Randleman | February 23, 2025

For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned
to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

— 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (ESV)

How The Thessalonians Responded To The Word:

They received the word with joy, despite the hardship (verse 6).

They became imitators and examples (verses 6-7).

The Word sounded forth from them (verse 8).

They repented (verses 9-10).

Two Elements of Becoming A Christian:
Faith

Repentance

Two Results of Becoming a Christian:

Serve

Wait
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Turning To God
1 Thessalonians 1:8-10

Discussion Questions | Jeff Randleman | February 23, 2025

For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned
to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

— 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (ESV)

Matters for Reflection and Discussion:

1. How did the Thessalonians respond to the gospel despite facing hardship and persecution? What
can we learn from their example?

2. In what ways did the gospel “sound forth” from the Thessalonians? How can we, as believers
today, ensure that the Word of God spreads through us?

3. What does true repentance look like, as demonstrated by the Thessalonians? How does
repentance continue to shape a believer’s life after salvation?

4. Why are faith and repentance both necessary elements of becoming a Christian? Can one exist
without the other?

5. How does genuine faith in Christ lead to a transformed life? What evidence of this
transformation should be visible in a believer?

6. The Thessalonians actively served God after coming to faith. What are some ways we can serve
God today in our daily lives and communities?

7. What does it mean to “wait” for Jesus’ return? How should this waiting impact our actions,
priorities, and mindset?

8. How can we balance actively serving God while also living in anticipation of Christ’s return? What
are some dangers of neglecting one of these aspects?

9. How can we encourage and support one another in our faith journey, just as the Thessalonians
were an example to other believers?
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